FIRST OVER EVEREST
Sikkim and Bhutan, as well as Garhwal and Kumaon to the
north and north-west, were lost to them besides a large part
of the Terai, but less than a year later part of the latter was
restored, a friendly and magnanimous gesture which had a
good effect.
"The agreement between the two sides is of further interest
in that it allowed for the creation of three Gurkha regiments
for service under the Indian Government. They acquitted
themselves so well that gradually other regiments were raised
up to the existing number of ten. The military service thus
open provided an outlet for the martial aspirations of these
people, and kept alive the old fighting spirit which has been
shown in our interests on more than one occasion.
"Prior to the war with the British, Nepal had, as already
related, engaged in one with the Tibetans. This excited the
anger of the Chinese, of whose kingdom Tibet was a depen-
dency, and they despatched an army of seventy thousand men
to deal with the ubiquitous Gurkhas. The inarch of this Chinese
army across 4,000 miles of plains and forest, and over the
highest inhabited portion of the globe, was an astounding
performance and probably one of the greatest of its kind in
military armaK
"The story goes that the Chinese general received his orders
from the Son of Heaven in Peking, as the emperor was called,
for, theoretically at any rate, he ruled over all beneath the sun,
and the nations on the earth were his vassals. The commander-
in-chief was given a nondescript army, some vague instructions
as to the direction of the enemy and what it was all about, and
told to get on with his task.
"His inarch across Asia without supply, transport, or medical
services, is an example of Chinese tenacity and patience. As
long as they were in a more or less inhabited area the army
lived on the country, but once beyond them it was no longer
possible. The general was, however, equal to the occasion. He
collected and halted his roving force, marked out the area
round their camps into plots, the sword, the musket, and the
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